


' a groat deal more is at stake that who killed President Kennedy ' , 11 The Washington 



Post reprted of the testiaony of former Army xir 



Major Join Newman before the 



House of Representatives Government Operations Committee. "Wfegt '"What is at stake is 

nothing less than the faith the people have in our institutions'." 

saying 

Jefferson iiorley's story continued, speaking of that committee's chairman, John 
Conyers of Michigan that 1 lie "grew increasingly disturbed at what he was hearing." 



Newman also testified that "what is at stake is th® credibility of our 23is±±±h±xees 

v7 

system: \/Will the government tell us the truth?" 

Newman, 9ken a professor at the University of Maryland at Qollege Bark, was, in 
• ^ — 

Hurley's words, nn "Army major with 19 years a g mo a ggim B W in the service, a specialty 
in intelligence analysis and a stint at the highest levels of the National Security 
Sgency. He is also the author of "JI’K in Vietnam, ' a study~±ta±z~of Kennedy's foreign 
policy that has been praised by William u olby, the former CIA director." 

Newman's testimony was ,a±xasSi^ijag again Mor ley's word, "Thirteen months after 
Congress passed a law requiring public disclosure of all files on the Kennedy assassina- 
tion 'in timely fashion,' . " ^Wd, after Ip months, "a series of experts testified only 
10 to 20 percent of the documents have been made available." 

iiorley's lengthy article of November 18, 1993 may well have meant more to me that 
to almost anyone else. And was I pleased that the Congress was finally listening to and 
and Conyers was "getting incr easily disturbed" over what has been one of the 
thrusts of mjt work for more than 30 years. 

Of all those writing about our political assassinations, most producing fictions 
presented to the people as nonfiction, I an alone in writing about the integrity of our 
institutions, of all of our institutions, and how they failed at that time of greatest 
crisis and ever since then. i his has been the thrust of my work since I wrote the first 
bool; on the Warren Commission, Whitewash: the Report on the Warren Report.lt was completed 



in mxdjS ebruary y 1965? published in a li ini ted edition tliat August ancl'went into general 



distribution early the following I-lay. 'Sn2g;;thsri This is the ninth of my published books,/ 




The tenth in to be publir.hed soon. In terms of what happened to us in and as a result 
of the JFK assassination and how all our basic institutions fd/aled and continue to fail, 

<7 7 

it is titled, N£V Bit AGAIN ! 

As of tills writing, three montsih after Neuman* s incisive testiomny and s ligh t ly -^ 

longer than that after I coiapltaui/tlic rough draft of this hook, teas two Presidents had 

not yet appointed the board of experts and scholars who under that law were to see to 

government compliance with it. That negligence, that failure, typifies the government’s 

attitude through seven presidencies, seven administrations since the Freedom of Informa- 

(Foil) 

tion Act/became effective on ’•’uljl 4,1 967 » I was one of the first to use that Act. t is 
the most American of lav/s. Jt says that the people have the right to Know what their 
government does . 

year W orld Wa r I ended . / 

When I was in school, and my~^hobl!mg began in 1910,n*e were taught that the 

government heeds the will of the people, that it is to do what the people want it to do. 

That is the theory of those I regard as the greatest political thinkers of all time, 

-hose referred to as our "founding fathers." Rarely is it the fact. But qb^' with me, it 

JiA 

was. Congress amending, the Freedom of Information Act in 1974 to make the records of 

agencies like the CIA and the FBI accessible under it. The second of my Ip FOIA lawsuits. 

was cited as requiting the amenxng of the Act's investihatory files exemption so that 

1 " r 

the pe pie could have access to those records. (Congressional ^ecord, Ilay 30, 1974, 

S' ~~7 s ft 

page S 9336 jThe sustern, for a rare once, did world The press galleries wre full of 
reporters of the major media. And when for that rare once the system did ‘work - 
Not a paper in the country reported it! 

Nor did any of thessf eleletcronic media. 

What made this even more a story is the fact that it was the sole surving brother 
of the assassinated President who saw to it that the record for history, what is else 
deferred to in the courts as *%ie legislative history", would be clear and unequivocal 
on what required the amending of that exemption to that Act/" to retore the original 
leig legislative intetion. It was Senator Edward u . Kennedy who -«a saw to it that 
the record w±fckx would bo clear, unequivocal and without question. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE 



Use agencies operated illegally. The prob- 
lem is that in the quest for law and order, 
case after case after ease after case has 
been thrown out because the law en- 
forcement and intelligence communities 
acted illegally. So I do not think we at- 
tain any particular status of accomplish- 
ment in conquering organized crime, or 
any crime whatsoever for that matter, 
with illegal activities resulting in cases 
beihg thrown out of court. 

I would suggest that the record speaks 
for itself. Frankly, I ilever thought the 
record of former Attorney General Ram- 
sey Clark was that good. But, comparing 
his record with that achieved by succeed- 
ing Attorneys General, he looks like Tom 
Dewey in his prosecutorial heyday. 

Mr. HRUSKA. That record Is bad, but 
do we want to make it worse by adopting 
this amendment which threatens to tie 
the hands of the FBI and dry up their 
sources of information? I say, with that, 
the soup or the broth Is spoiled, and I 
see no use in adding a few dosages of 
poison. 

Tho pending amendment should be 
rejected. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I do not 
recognize the amendment, as it has been 
described by the Senator from Nebraska, 
as the amendment we are now consider- 
ing. I feci there lias been a gross misin- 
terpretation of the actual words of the 
amendment and Its Intention, os well as 
what it would actually achieve and ac- 
complish. So I think It is important for 
Die recol'd to be extremely clear about 
tills. 

If wc accept tho amendment of the 
Senator from Michigan, we will not open 
up the community to rapists, muggers, 
and killers, as the Senator from Nebraska 
has almost suggested by ills direct com- 
ments and statements on the amend- 
ment. What I am trying to do, as I un- 
derstand the thrust of tiie amendment, 
is that it be specific about safeguarding 
the legitiinanj investigations that would 
be conducted by the Federal agencies and 
also the investigative files of the FBI. 

As a matter of fact, looking back over 
the development of legislation under the 
I960 act and looking at the Senate report 
language from that legislation. It was 
clearly the interpretation In the Senate’s 
development of that legislation that the 
"Investigatory file" exemption would be 
extremely narrowly defined. It was so 
until recent times-m-eally, until about 
the past few months. It is to remedy that 
diilerent interpretation that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan which 
we are now considering was proposed. 

I should like to ask the Senator from 
Michigan a couple of questions. 

Docs the Senator's amendment in ef- 
lect override the court decisions In the 
court of appeals on the Weisberg against 
United Slates, Aspin against Department 
of Defense; Ditlow against Brinegar; and 
National Center against Weinberger? 

As I understand it, the holdings in 
those particular cases are of the greatest 



' May 30', 1974,, 



Mr. HART. The Senator from Mich- former. It is careful to preserve the idea; 
Igan is correct. That is its purpose. That of protecting the investigative techniques, 
was the purpose of Congress in 19GG, we and procedures, and so forth. But what', 
thought, when we enacted this. Until about the names of those persons that" 
about 9 or 12. months ago, the courts are contained In the file who are not In-'; 
consistently had approached it on a bal- .formers and who are not accused of!-' 
anclng basis, which is exactly what this crime and who will not be tried? What ': 
amendment seeks to do. about . the protection of those people .- 

Mr. President, while several Senators whose names will be in there, together 
are in the Chamber, I should like to ask with information having to do withT 
for the yeas and nays on my amendment, them? Will they be protected? It is a real V 
Ihe yeas and nays were ordered. question, and It would be of great inter-. 'VA 
Mr. KENNEDY. Furthermore, Mr. est to people who will be named by in- “i® 
President, the Senate report language formers somewhere along the line of the 
that refeis to exemption 7 in the I960 Investigation and whose name presume- f. 
report on the Freedom of Information bly would stay In the file. 

Act— and that seventh exemption is the Mr. President, by way of summary, I ^ 



I 






m 



Act — and that seventh exemption is the Mr. President, by 
target of the Senator from Michigan’s would like to say t 
amendment — reads as follows: the purposes of th 

Exemption No. 7 deals with "Investigatory them the added bb 
files complied lor law enforcement purposes." investigating cases I 
These are the files prepared by Government <if serving as a rese' 
agencies to prosecute law violators. Their wrlt ~ curious t 
disclosure of such files, except to tho ex- ‘ , \ 

tent they are- available by law to a private if 7 ‘ 

party, could harm the Government’s case In either against th 
court. against someone elsi 

T , , ....... ... tioned in the file. 

It seems to me that the interpretation, Second , t TOOuld , 

tho definition, in that report language tUe tremendous tas 
is much more restrictive than the kind page nlld ra<: h doc 
of amendment the Senator from Mlclii- nr }1 ,„ ■ _ 

gnu at tills time is attempting to achieve. an independent i udl 
Of course, that interpretation in the 
19GG report was embraced by a unanl- , d P f ,, 
mow Senate back then. . Som f, ° r , U f 

Mr. HART. I think the Senator from 
Massachusetts is correct. One could argue t , , ‘ 0Jn c 
that the amendment we are now consld- f* 1 ’™ * or a ycIlr ’ r 
erlng, if adopted, would leave the Free- V, V, A r,. r 
dorn of Informatioii Act less available <- f . , , ' 
to a concerned citizen that was the case a 01 ylela ‘ 
with the 1966 language initially. The PRESIDING 

Again, however, the development In re- tIle Senator has 
cent cases requires that we respond In . Mr. KENNEDY. I 
some fashion, even though we may not minutes on the bill. 



would like to say that it would distort'-'; 
the purposes of the FBI, imposing on --‘J 
them the added burden, in addition to ? 
investigating. cases and getting, evidence,;' 
of serving as a research source for every W 
writer or curious person, or for tfaose"j§| 
who may wish to find a basis for suit'ff 
either against the Government orf 
against someone else who might be men- ;j 
tioned in the file. ’ \A 

Second, It would Impose upon the FBI’B 
the tremendous task of reviewing each 'll 
page and each document contained in; 
many of tlieJr Investigatory files to make % 
an Independent Judgment as to whether!*] 
or not any part thereof should be re-"3 
leased. Some of these files are very ex- .in- 
tensive, particularly in organized crime 1 
cases that axe sometimes under consld- sJ, 
eratlon for a year, a year and a half, or ^ 

2 years. _ * /.fcl 

Mr. HART. Mr. President, will the n": 
Senator yield? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time' 
of the Senator has expired. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I yield the Senator 5 



acldeve Urn same breadth ol opportunity Mr. HAP 
lor the availability of documents that lmous con; 
may arguably be said to apply under the ter, referei 
original 1867 act. in the deb 

Mr. KENNEDY. That would certainly tributed tc 
be my understanding. Furthermore, it the Recoki 
seems to me Shat the amendment itself There b 
lias considerable sensitivity built In to was orders 
protect against the invasion of privacy, as follows; 
and to protect the identities of infor- 
mants, and most generally to protect the A stl0 
legitimate Interests of a law enforcement Jny amondr 
agency to conduct an investigation Into Bureau or I 
any one of these crimes which have been or its inv- 
outllned in such wonderful verbiage here stresses the 
this afternoon— treason, espionage, or lnvcstigatim 

what have you. recognize t! 

rs -r j i . . .. of tho Bur 

So I just want to express that on these capabilities, 

points the amendment is precise and However.” 
clear and is an extremely positive and tire Bureau' 
constructive development to meet.legitl- Administrat 
mate law enforcement concerns. These Bnr associai 
are some of the reasons why I will sup- menfe adoph 
port the amendment, and I urge my col- J? preserve 
leagues to do so. Bureau mig 

of material 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. If inform 
Domjsnici). Hie Senator from Nebraska informers o 
has 6 minutes remaining. threatened, 

Mr. HRUSKA. Mr. President, I should J? 



Mr. HART. Mr. President, Itisk unan-:| 
lmous consent tiiat a memorandum let- i? 
ter, reference to which lias been made:? 
in the debate and which has been dls-^ 
tributed to each Senator, be printed in*g 
tile Record. . r ru 

There bessag . no objection, the letter ^ 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, '3 



JVrawtOHANBWM LETT EE -.*£ 

A question has been raised as to whether^ 
my amendment might hinder tho Federal ^ 
Bureau of Investigation In the performance ; -Jds 
of its Investigatory duties. Tho Bureau v] 
stresses tho need for confidentiality In Its 
investigations. I agree completely. All of us 
recognize 'the crucial law enforcement role 
of the Bureau's unparalleled Investigating ^ 
capabilities. •V"' 

However, my amendment would not hinder 
the Bureau’s performance in any way. The 
Administrative Law Section of the American 
Bar Association language, which my amend- *.r$ 
ment adopts verbatim, was carefully drawn 
to preserve every concelveable reason the 
Bureau might have for resisting disclosure ^ 
of material in an investigative file: 

If informants' anonymity — whether paid '•-£ 
Informers or citizen volunteers — would 
threatened, there would be no disclosures: 

If tho Bureau's confidential techniques';^ 

onrl nrnnnriiivnn II. 3 it. 



concern to the Senator from Michigan, like to point out that the amendment and , Ponies would be threatened, there;?! 
As I interpret It, the impact and effect proposed by the Senator from Michigan, wo, ; ldbaao dlBC081iro: - ’ -f 

of his amendment would be to override preserves the right of people to a fair , * disclosure is an unwarranted invasion « 

corre e cr UUUlnr deCte,M “- 18 Hot «■ i-Partfal adjSuon. V t 

l careful to preserve the identity of an in- determination courts make all tho time; 

-tiill text of Congressional He cord 1 of ■_ . . 

s ] wh ich tills is part in top drawer of *- m * t • ” 

JFK appeals file cabinet. '■ • " : *>Vi . 
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Critic to Get 
Free FBI Set 
Of JFK Files 

By George Lardner Jr. 

■Wa&bineton Post 8taff Writer 

U.S. District Court Judge Gerhard 
Gesell refused yesterday to delay the 
PBI’s impending release of thousands 
of additional documents bearing on 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy, but agreed that author-critic Ha- 
rold Weisberg should get a free set 
“with all reasonable dispatch." 

The FBI .plans to make public on 
"Wednesday some 40,000 pages of head- 
quarters documents on the 1963 assas- 
sination at a cost of 10 cents a page 
for those who want their own copies. 
The bureau released an initial 40,000 
pages last month on a similar basis. 

An outspoken critic of the Warren 
Commission and author of six books 
on the JFK murder, Weisberg noted 
that he has had freedom-of-informa- 
tion requests for such documents 
pending for years and that he had 
asked for a waiver of fees in mid-No- 
vember. He filed for a federal court 
injunction in iate December, arguing 
that be was entitled to a free set at 
least by the time the final hatch was 
made public. 

Charging that such voluminous FBI 
releases amounted to “media events" 
that effectively camouflage unjustifia- 
ble deletions and paper over “a very 
careful job of sifting and concealing.” 
Weisberg said the Justice Department 
and the FBI had completely ignored 
his request for a waiver of the fees, 
which he said he could not afford. 

Announcing his decision from the 
bench after an hour-long hearing, Ge- 
sell was sharply critical of the govern- 
ment’s delay in responding to Weis- 
berg’s request for more than 50 days. 
The Justice Department offered him a 
reduced rate of 6 cents a page last 
week, but Gesell said "it is apparent 
no consideration whatever” was given 
to Weisberg’s claims of poor health 
and indigency. 

“The equities are very substantially 
and overwhelmingly in plaintiff’s fa- 
vor,’’- Gesell said. He said that the rec- 
ords would not be coming to light now 
were it not for earlier freedom-of-in- 
formation litigation by Weisberg. This 
led to a congressional change in the 
law, opening the door to FBI investi- 
gate.-;- records. 

The judge, however, declined to 
hold up the Wednesday release, on 
grounds that the disclosure of the doc- 
uments was the “pre-eminent consid- 
eration.” Weisberg’s -lawyer, James H. 
Lesar said later that he understood 
the FBI would mail Weisberg copies 
of the forthcoming 40,003 pages the 
same day. 







of thta— d felony - as e* exculpating the Ful agent who swore £ Isely to what wan ma- 

\jj 

terial in that lasuit and thus the felony of perjury - the FBI's lawyer's argument 

p ___ U't( ^ f T i' 

tliat I could males and prove such allegations endlessly because 1 knew more about the 






JFK assassination than anyone employed by the FBI. 

Ufot IV- j W '"ty ~ I 

'that rare endorsemdnnt of my unique qualifications for this work/also never made the 

news. 



How had did the government fight to keep from abiding by the law, the law the 

i J ^ 

epartment of Justice is supposed to enforce but from which it considers itself 

exempt? Its Civil Division, which then handled FOIA litigation, organized what it 

-tt u of ■' 

openly referred to to my lawyer, ^im Lesar, as its "Get Weisberg r crew - jsix lawyers! 
il H six and other Justice and FBI lawyers were in Gesell's courtroom and all of thsm 
that once did not get we away with their lawlessness. 

Imagine tile costs to the government and thus to the taxpaying people of having 
so large a "crew" b f higher-paid employees and an unknwbn number of those U<ho supported 
them i or the sole purpose of violating; the law of the lew — to keep the people from 



knowing what theiv government does. cuty. tM- 



fp, . 

-Mn 



his is part of what ewman referred to when in his testimony he asked, aft' 



ter 



testifying "It's gone beyond who killed KSSHMg JFK and why. ...Will the government tell 
us the truth? Will the agencies of the government comply in good faith?. . .when people 
don't trust the government to tell the truth, that is a travesty..." 

Aside from its innumerable lies about the ist s assasination , proven to be without 
question lies in my earlier books , all based on the official ifnrBmation that had been 
lied about, withheld from the people- or both, there is not a single one of my many 
alwsuits in which it did not lie even to the federal judges on all levels of the 
federal judiciary. Even when those lies were the most sdrious, were felonies. 

But who prosecutes the prosecutor? The Justice department, the federal prosecutor, 
also presented those lies to the courts and sdsbsd its lawyers added their own. 

& 11 with impunity. They stonewalled several of thosaifc lawsuits for more than a 
decade. j.t is difficult if not impossible for most to begin to comprehend the costs 
they extrorted and the tame and effort of ray diligent, conscientious lawyer, Jim 




Besar, who fought all th.-ose cauos with this kind of determined opposition when I 
coud could -atf pay him. Among other tilings , tying me up in those lawsuits prevented 

I ^ 

ny i farther writing. They tool: all ray time and the days “ v/ored were long. The mere 

I 

volume of space niy records of those lawsuits take; up is 10 oYohST overfilled file 

/ 

j 

drawers aid many cartons when there 'was no more space in those file cabintcs. What 
1 filed in the courts under oath, making myself subject to the penalties of ^eST perjury 
if once lied , includes i "'a number of individual a££aS4v "affidavits tliat with their 
attements are of boolc length or more. 

I did go to that trouble, to that cost, to make as «j&r clear a- r^eor d# record 

^ as was possible for our history. 

, ^very many 

4nd for all the'foportunities I Jjfavo the government to charge me with that same 
felony oi perjurjr, there was never even a hint that it dreamed of doing that. That, 
rse, would have required a trial. Any trial of -any writer for any sichToxTehse 



ox COUX’ 

ccujd be expected to attract media attentio. 
its own sworn-to mendacity a issue in an open trial. 



/ 

is government was not about to have 



eon-dear lier - load learned, among the many experiences of a long life, that the 
pja weak never survive the stnong if they only defied themselves. I also remembered what 
I 1 a mod as a student in the 1920s, that s^ort a time after World War I, what a French 
general is said to have said when disaster faced him and France. _£t goes more or less 
like this: 

jXo-v’-'H 

"liy right iprianl lias crumbled. 1J y left has been turned, iiy center in already in 
retreat. Eh Bien! I attack! " 

— i 

|Ie did, he won, and perh^os without that the war might have had a different outcome. 
s q$ tahen I was broke and in debt, alone save for my lawyer and my wife, without whose 
great efforts what 1 have done would liave been impossible, I 

precept- I attacked the government. One form w</s to lay my on 1 head and the block and 
dare it in charging the prosecuor with v«± violating the law. Instead of following the 

CUHm*. \ 






;cuaal practise, of having statements -et the {judge made except with regard to evidence 
# the lawyers , I re-peed repeatedly filed those lengthy and detailed affidavit 



svunder 



oatli. Tiiat was to dare the government <0 to ciiarge me with ixerjurjj. Jt not once did and 




u 



it not once dared face an open trial. (There rarely is any kin d of trial in FOIA 
lawsuits. _L t is almost all clone with filings most o which, are lawyer arguments some- 
time supported by affidavits.) 

.fl 

I do not want to mislead. ITor do 1 want to aopar to be boasting. There was ab- 

*7 

solutcly no real risk, no danger at all in my daring the government to lay charges 
1 1 <'tvA 

against me. The-turh is indeed a shielfl and a buckler and unlisii: the government, 

I had no need to lie. isSt I also did k$6w more about the facts of the crime and of 



its official investigations that anyone employed 



! 7 Iny f /g</ 1 4 l £4fj 7 t' S' 2 - 



'aha-— diriRP 1 flT.H. 



~L . 



U iwi ^to .I-Minjjsy fl e 

i by the FBx, its— lawyers.. 1 word or 



myers . 



■ i n kv r d aog ^-e-wcrdg v he—said - ; 1 IM 1L Is appa rent-no 



In that lawsuit before Resell (ClkXl.i let te a o r C.A., 77-21 p5) I sought those records 
under a fee -waiver provision of the law. In Ms decision Seises said, again^J from 
Ierdne ..• * r/rcory , "Ss l ^ FHnpp '-r- nf tha t '"it is apparent no consideration whatever' was 
given to Woisberg* s claims of poor health and indigency." 






I was broke and in debt iee- the previous 1^ years of this work and I had suffered 
the first o^j a series of illnesses that are not u ccommonly fatal, venous thromboses. 

Six surgeries, two of which I was not expected to survive, followed. They sericAsly limi- 
ted wliat I am able to do. While 1 have been able to do much less than I would have 
liked, I have also been able to do much more than agg-ared a p . a * apgrea appeared to 
bo possiblt • when I was first hospitalised for those illnesses in 1975. % indebtedness 

not end from income fro;,, my work. That was from other income. And I have been fortunate 
yh 

(iifThe years I have lad since the first of those serious illnesses. 
v t he ' 

I refer above to 'AST prior experiences of a long life. They are varied and they served 

to substitute for the education that is not taught for the work H have done. 

/ 

In high school edited the paper that won an "All-America ^onor Hating" at the 
annual competition for high-school newspaper by the Columbia University School of Jour- 
nalism. I then became a reporter for the Wilcangon, Delaware Horning Hews/ and a 
contribute!' to the Philadelphia ledger 's syndicated Sunday section. The Hews was a 
relatively small paper. The Hedger then was a large and deservedly famous one7>Twas 




I 



also an ^investigator and odui oil tor for the u 'nitod States s cnate, for one of the 

iuor. > sensational investigations of the 1 9y0s« During that employment I was borrowed 

from tlie Snnat..-, in whose name I was certified to testify before the federal court 

if needed, by the department of Justice for its Mien sensational prosecution of some 

Jj 

60 coal corporations- and their deputised gun-thugs in what was known as "Bloody 
Harlan" Country, ^entucky. Until I r;ei*vod in the 4rmy in v/orld War II I was a 



'Yk gasine fcorre f ? pondent £zi (ft . **y &ost important ..ork oi that p-riiod v/as in- 
vestihativc reporting. Host of that was on J azi cartels and their interference with 
our preparations for the inevitable war Hitler load already started. Ms a result of 
this work and experience., the Department of Justice official to whom I took all the 

Jl 

information I dvelopod, the 1. to Joe Borkin, suggested tliat the ritish could use some 

of the information I developed when wo, not then in the war^ could not. Shat led to 

' / 

Liy bocoiiiinr; (elicit u&cls> biidfa use referred J co as n an unro{p.- :-1;ered ioi'oign agent */..■ ior 
tlid hi’itih.8 ond in economic "Warfare* technically , tliat was a federal crirae out with, 
that law enforced by the department of Justice and with the Apartment of Justice 



suggesting that I do w-tai -- did, i 



no yprose o uti on . 




there was no criminal intent and, of course, 



sopite a ^record of conscientious obj 



«• 

lection that would 



n a 



liavc kept me out of military service, Ili tier being' Iliwler, a hasted my induction and^ 
ffter b’’ief experience overseas was assigned to the Office of Strategic ^ervxces, the 

J _ rf 

4 083= It was a forerunner of the Cent al Intelligence agency, the CIA. x was never 
spook. t 

a I wa ail analysy to whom some invo .tigations wre assigned and some 



as news and speciai events editor 



trouble-shooting when otho .• exponents had failed. One of those trouble-shooting jobs 

US& __ _ Vi \ ^tXurd/ 

aa for tke wsSWrtlhito House. I-Iy last '--caws work w c 

of what was then only the- second "good music station" /-n the country. It broadcast 

:-tosTLv classical music. In tliat yr. job - gave the dP* United Datxons its first program 

in th ■ nation's capital. 

Ad n * 7, 

JrWbcn a magazine writer I gave. President * ranklin «mlaane Roosevelts thorugh one of 

' trcx-M t 

hi;-, sons, what FDR used in one of liis fabled "firesaide chats." That ^formation was the 

n 

nazi's plan:; for a putcsch in C hile. In its woefully incomplete response to FOIA 







request for all its inf ornatio.- : on or about me ifjjo ClA did provide 
that confirm tliis. 



of the records 



^ Tlir* 



The assi;,,nedment enral Uilliam 'Wild Bill" Donovan has waiting for me when my 

•4.U 

security clean clearance was approved by the OSS, came from that conservative Republican' 

dedication to the traditional belief that the command is responsible for all under it. 

1 



A small oar crew of 6 i'r^ench-sperJdLng soldiers had volunteered for a parachute drop 
behind Nasi linc^/in France, While they wci*e awaiting orders and transportation they 



Washington 1 sp 



dr 



were quartered at itoS'Wmngressicnal Country Club, whieh the OSS had taken .over as a 

A 



holding area .When they went to a nearby bar for a feu beers they got into a fight with 

the “ilitnry Police. They were convicted and HsTtheir sentences were confirmed on appeal. 

' M/V -UU/Wj . v j 'vrnl, ' ; 

nlJonovan believed they were i nocant, that they had been framed. 

Si., weeks after I began work at the OSS, working only with the existing records 

of that case, I developed what exculpated them and they were freed. 

They had been framed and the OSS lawyers, of whom it had many who were later quite 

famous, in their haste had beL ' Ooc overlooked what I found. 

The last sssigso^st job I had in my first OSS assignment was to write a secret 

hostory of OSS operations. There were to be X but a dozen copies. Someone within that 

CA-d. q 

branch snitched my work and it later appoaredae=4ke the movie "O.S.S. "s^ starring Jimmy 
Oagney. 

One of my magazine stories led to a new phrase being added to our language, "Gung Ho 

That was the story of the Marine racier batallions and of their real father, Colonel 

/ / /n-ivyn uW'IAt' 1 

^ Of ..dd ^ 

Evans Fordyce Carlson. Carlson lias j pined the Ohinaoo Chinese^ "Eighth Route Army," jsf- 
tno ^oimri aBxsts, wkeir they had retreated to a remote area and were living mostly in 
caves. They later took China over. ¥ u arlson was then our Naval Attache assigned to 
the ^hiang ]ra± Shek d government, iJ o made a first-ha-lP hand study of that arrny'/s new 
methods. ^omo of his reports reached th our 2 isimfeassy through a dear friend of mine, the 
hate ^ames " J hite, then an AP correspodent in ^hina. Jim delivered them to the embassy 
when asti Carlson could not even attemot that by any direct means. What ^alrson did 



0 



was ^’politically vaa&etf&bp accpetable in those years between the wfco major world wars and 




he was waser out of !;iio service for it. But when the military finally learned the vri 

of the information lie had obtained, it named the first of the m arina "raider batallic 

f { 

after him. 



ue 



That sfory, once printed, / became ublio domain. It also 



led to & mfevie, "Gung hof 



''afejr § s^ J ' llmt was Idle logon, th ■ battle-cry oftlPat G hinese u omiaunist army that ultima- 

d' 

tely prevail /and /took control oi vh.t vast country. 

From neither Heb'movio did I get as much as a penny, Tkh I'hos-e espe-riences have e 

/ 

been duplicated in recent yeard when otheryhave used information I developed and my 
' N / 

writing as tliedhown. hot the least of ti fee- th roe is Gerald Posner, whose book this 

c / | If/ ai<-t f 

uses liim <gsi hit: book as a symbol ofmedia institutional failure in 



book is abiut 



the JFK assassination. 

hx World War II many soliders dreamed of becoming free and independent by becoming 

nut/" . ^ 

farmers. When did that, with the uni&al expectation, and aftdr- my wiste wife and A had 
national , ,■ 

won/first li/nors i-Ia in all aspects of poultry farming, for raAsihg chickens, for cooking 

1 

- { ■ r v ' < 

diem : :.nd for be. barbecuing; ;..hem ? (l was the 1959 "national barbecue king," my wife the 






1957 "chicken-cookin.'- cliampion)m our farmiuu was rylned by low-flying military heli- 

copters. Even the ‘"’ceset of fefense, who did try, was not able to control those chopper 

pilots. In winning the first of two lawsuits for those damages 1 established a new 

principle of law, the property owner’s ownership of the air space above his property to 

i;hc degree required to enjoy th . Constitutional right to own and enjoy property. It was 

the out-of-court settlement of the r-.jtecond such suit that got me out of teedt debt. 

These arc only some of the erperinces of my long life that in various ^w^ Sy^gme pei 

hap imLiediately apparent, prepared me f&r the work A have done and for those lawsuits, 

Nf 9 

some precedental and one leading to the opening of FBI and similar files to FOIA access, 
■'> SAtf ,{>' ' 

wa dreg-A withat is not and cannot be taught in colleges and unveroities. 

Jliilodophy and etlm.es are taught. 

Inmy long life, and at past 00 I have lived mor than a third of the life of our 
so untry, I have developed my own philosophy. I have also observed the ethids of others, 
again including Ge/ald Posner. 




Pe:- imps because in the v aimnoss m ow' of ray youth and what we Ahea were taught and 

y i . -tiu- _ _ ./ > 

and do believe about ■ our principles and the philosophy ana belief of out ra^rniy 

< \ft ' 

i'ruly great xounding fathers' ^is dear to me and I seek to practise and live by then; 

0 

perhaps also because 1 an- the first member of ray f4.1rd.ly ever box-n into freedom; and 

r J' 

because I do believe that the Freedom of Information act does bespeak basic American 
pliilosophy and belief and is a moan by which individual Americans set can help make 
real <&ur freed- m tlirough representative self-government, basic American pliilosophy, 

1 believe that ny successful uses of FOIA inposes csn±H±n obligations upon me. 



believe tliat use of FOIA makes me surrgoate for all the people. 



cut 



'ijiat the records - obtain,- thereby , ^ibout a third of a million pSges in all, are 
not urine in a property sense as in owning a home ox- an auto. 

The s&isa A make oi them as a .riter is minx as a matter ojj g±±h right. 

hut the law does not say that any one individual has the right to know what his or 

iier government does, t says the (Jpople have that right. I therefor believe tliat those 

... .... 'a 

ox us who use the ^.Act and obtain information thereby own l ? cess to that information to 

nrovidp ' . 

others, -u practi, e I'-aatee/oBfertsiy free and uns^pervise^ access to all these hundreds 
ox thousands of pages to students and to all who write. A «know in advance that almost 
without aceeption tuose who wrote in the field of my work, political ssassination, will 
write wJiat do not agree with, nonetheless, they had full and free access and without 

j 

cither supervision or any restriction. They also have unmonitored use of our copier. 

Consistent with this belief and my philosophy , - have already given all this inform— 
nation and all else I have, with no quid pro quo of any kind, to local hood College. When 
1 am no longer able to use this information and nice it available to others, it will 

,-y n + x ci-nt" 

become a permanent free archive at Hood. Jt is one of the? mmalle r and also better 
u a> -p _ _ , 

ooliegc^es. Jyc 1 always ranked liigh in. the annual U.S.iffiws and llorld fienorSf rak tine's. 
...... . ... . . _ , <1 

— 1 elements ox Si 1 -' iaouia, dome me and mtemationl, ^Jiev used these files, now 



ox n&rae— rbout GO file oabiho<6ts and many bones. Reporters and students, including 

sev val wri iii.iig PliD theses, have spent days hero working in and copying from those files. 

The largest number of copies made tliat I recall is about 4 , 000 . I never knew what any one 




of those docun- nbo uas. I do not at to Iojiov and I ohould not know, unless I aia asked# 

nnowxng what these people jumt and will write is none of i ay bsuiness unless they make it 

ny business. Some of it has to bo confidential, for example, when the United States counsel 

for a seif foreign government had some one search those file:' for days and send him copies 
to lids 

bar nor 'fork City^ of x c. 

•> r han ray ac i, .tance 



t 

waat e e or ny laivjft^ldge ranted I render^ those services wrikout 

Y 

charge. I answer ail wusstions to the best of ny ability and suggest What x can. While 

tW" ' w 

4-hirr xs not, 1 believe, off obligation i- assumed under FOIA, it is what 1 believe should 

rln . Lv Im.Q vi mnvMr 



could not use as otho 



ai:iOUllt ex' 


my time, ontii 


uetild, x oi 


• example, for 


-f 


6 i-n 


ij tnt oi 


^ ■- .j 






'< X— SO J.dyJ !•'" 


author of wiia'i 



c; 



rx cing. 



fiction, exponent of one of the may theories of the assassination substituted for fact, 
sad a student working L0re for him in all her free tines! fox’ more than a secis semester. 
Anothe -y-dpont three or four days hero and too helping lixn sps each spent at least twice 
thaw much time. Still another was here innumerable days and one working for Mm was 
here nuch more often. Each of two doctoral candidates spent a full week her. 

^ei-alil Losncr and Iris idle / assistant were hero only three days. 

If i wanted to supervise vliat these people do, and I do not, I also could not. If we 

did b» nob have a hone with a full basement, I would not have space for that great volume 

s/ 

of records, for all those file cabinets and castor/, all fully and carefully lejyalled to 
identify their contents. Most of these file cabinets , antes! all those holding the records 
i obtained through this POIA litigation, are in out basement. For use years ny. use of 
the stairs lias been se~ £ -fcio‘ei restricted. J- cannot climb them without stopping to rest 
•every couple of stairs. I am not to sta#d, even briefly, if that can be avoided, so my 
ability of search ny own file cabinets is, 'severely limited. When 1 am not walking the 
doctors want me to keen my legs elevated, j.Iiis means that wejhn ~ type the typewriter 
xt to the sideaf, awkward and conducive to more inaccuracy than my liunt-and-peck 
typing and impaired vision .would cause. 




1WA 



•.■/Even though only copies of my own work. 



stolen instead of 



being copied. 



°i 



pictures and of documents have been 




So, if I wanted to know what other 
not, I cannot. They all >lo& have cample 
their interests or what they copy it is 
thorn. 



s arc interested in or what they copy, as ~ do 
tely free access and when J ' know anything about 
only because they want me to I now so I can help 



a 



k ht 



I deserve and I seek no credit for this* J t is merely the way -*■ believe it should 
be. Those who write should be entirely free to write whatever they want. 



o matter ho.: much — may disagree w/±h with them, no matter how wrong I believe they 



are no matter how they may misuse my records to which I give them free access. 

-his includes .official criticisms of me. They are all fully available, Asd inhere 

have been immyf virtually al3 t 'S3ili are dISSS distorted of just/ plain false. 

aAl tonA wt ^ b> rpt-u? - u\\ dui '■ u-f P^Ma < 

J- ° facilitate the access of others and to a much lesser degree for my own. use - 

established what 1 refer to as a "subject" file. ,|t is composed of duplicate conies 

- 

of (those FOIA records, all my originals o f - wM eh are carefully preserved exactly as 
1 received them. Unaw Under my name ±0 that subject file is a fair selection of the 
official derrogations of me and sometimes of my wife, anyone who looks in those six 
j-ile drawers unde;- my name will find those derrogatory records. 

Perhaps the most outrageously indecent and dishonest of the many official attacks 
on me, made whejftti perpetual secrecy was expectable, is the FJI»s made-up story that my 

oX~ fUsl IvffYhXs / 

wife and - annually celebrate; : the Russian Revolution with 35 st; 'angers ./^"t can be 
imagined t-fee- ineactf that disgusting fabrication when it reached the Lyndon 



t 



ofenson y liite House in November, 1966. 



Lliat cho i‘3I convex’ted into this defamation was an annual religious gathering at the 

n r\ Hit 

xarm v,e °hen owned. We aid what then was rare, haqthed out own eggs. the farm animals 









and poultry were tame. Children came to see eggs hatch, to fondl^ the justbhatched chicks, 

i - • , ... , — 

auciding and goslansg, collect eggs still wet from under the hens nad for the 

loss timid, to ride our tame cattle. ‘ x ‘bis was so attractive to children that the university 
oi arylana duplicated it in the Washington subum of Wheaton, Maryland, calling it 
"Old McDonald's farm." 



ihar, to HL j. kdgad u oover and his gauloiters, was out annual celebration of the 



Russian revolution! 




1 ji ve no way of knowing ifjo w widely the FBI distrubuted that' evil that difierjts 
in degree only from the abuses of the ^ u estapo anti, the KGB, but when he was c hairm a n 
of the Senate intelligence-overnight committee harry Goldwater filed a correcting statement 
siosg with the; FBI’s fabricated slander* 

x n hits mistitled C ase Closed ^erald Posner gfcves some of that collection of official 
outrages Ids own twist. When I nan told about that, before I saw his book, and was told 
In; gave no : sources for about a dozen such assaults on my reputation and integrity, I 
were him wrote Ida on August 4 27, 1995 asking hi^/for those sources * u e n..ver responded. 
iJ y reading; of hi- book was delayed because he volunteered on leaving after those three 



days he and ilia wife frisha spent here, after they made, by her court count, 724 copies, 
"T au 1 

and aftcrJi loned them only copies of picturc*/thoy wanted, iAn addition to spending such 

. A • 

time with him as he asked, that lie would send me on .’of the first copies of his book when 

I 

it was published. 

when ho did not do that I begatbought one, but my reading and analysing of it was 
delayed because I had no reason to believe he would volunteer a lie, tell me volun- 
tarily that he would do what he diu not do. 
n »' 

lie owned me nothing-not even a co y of his book, I'd asked him for nothing. 

l.. 

o also volunteered what his book would spy. x volunteered where he would find 

that kind of information* % did not ever intend writing the book he described to me. 

Hu> 

i-iKTrecord in his book leaves that without question. 

"e lidd no need to lie to me. But he did. Hiis lies, as will be clear, extend 
throughout his book and in his many appearances to promote it. 

HZ'* / 

Ones when ho phoned he said ho thought I’d like what he '"way?/ about me in his book! 
i'Jhen wiiat ho then had written is carefully designed to defame me, one-sidedly, 
without asking me if there war. any ee error in what he said, any distortion or any half- 
to-dawki mua^!U 4U ^ h*- 

His book, in his own description of it, is most important as a biography of ee 
Harvey Oasal • Oswald, the lone official candidate for assassin in what I refer to, in 
Orwell’s words, as the "official mythology." Second in importance, in Peehe Posner’s 




own and oft-repeated aeieynd, 



account of the evidence of the crime. For the 



use of others - made, separate ffon my subject file, copies of all Oswald's known 
wwtr writings. That fil e drawer of them is carefully labelled. 

Posner had no interest in that, M<jO ^ ^ ' Uol ^('^ u<r 1 

after the Congress amended PP6± a'OJA over the first of my two suits to get the 
» — i' results of th.; i Til's scientific testing - in a effect passed a law so that . 4*1 might 
obtain and study and report on that inf ormation — Z had a full file of that inc^gfPation. 



1 also had, and it, too, is sefully loballed to identify it, a separate file of that 

litigation, of the pleadings of both sides, of the attestations of both, of sBESEasfx 
c i-£k: n L-u -irWi ■/-ejJvrr'ffvtj yg Jrvfc j~^c rv h F l? I L*-b- 
the transcripts of of oo~o~67~ : :'r: li^HhgsTTsnon of' the do'cuments^ obtained as a 

result of that lawsuit® 

Posner had no interest in those files, either. 

"‘hether (/not lie s£m££S he toon a course or courses in ethics during Ids 
education, he displays Ids personal ethics often enough. 

nr in lying to me when lie had no need to lie, particularly in lying about the 
book he then was researching and for \ihmh he a wrfeted to use my files, as ha did for y 
three days. 

u. 

/as '.n in going out of his way to deeweTmc repeatdely, telling me at the same time 
'that lie thought I'd like what he s.dd. 

^ven in using my work as Ids own work, as he also does, and in doing that dis- 
closes how ignorant lie remained after writing his book about the FBI’s files, their 

classification numbers, even of their titles. 

K 

: fcuid o:. ignorance is what one of those who provided pre— publciation puffery of 

jjtj. 

Ids Docks ' as " a mdel of historical research" - when he cannot even copy FBI file numbers 



correctly and Is so uninformed he cannot even give their title;, 

"Absolutely Ilawless is another doscriotion of this stupidity and ignorance by 

(FvYAiw&y-^ 

that same academic eminence ^ ' “e also referred to it as " a wonderful , fabulous book." 

1st* C4/V^U*(j J ’V{F&~ 

••itli tliis kind of professional judgement of wliat in uy not ii /ciosd o c u ble experience 

: ; -5’ tho no t intondedly dishonestof 11 the meretricious books supposedly on the assassina 

/ 

tion of a President, of what lias in our land the effect of a coup d'etat, and with this 




1 



incomplete and inadequate; reflection of Posner’s etliics - there is much wes worse- 
ha is also a tMef - and with the lastly eollborntion of the GIL in Ms publisher^ 
extensive propaganda , no Icivo a case of row best— sellers axe made ox over u frauds. 

"ook publicising, in a society like ours, is a major part of the major media. Jr t is 
tko eu^nt.:a ns by uM.h th people have access to any extensive treatment of major events. 
T >n> . kind oar access is even nor : important when t!ie subject 'matter is controversial. In 
recent years there have been few greater eontx’E/Versies xliaxi over* tiie JPix assassins cion 
and its official investigations. 

Tins! book u'hich ouens the case against Posner, uses Ms book and what Ms 
iubli .her and the major media did with it as a symbol of the failure of this major 



wubli .her and the major media did with it as a symbol of the failure of tMs major 
i 'stituti-.m of out media - of book publishing, ogj newspaper, magazine and radio and 
TV treatment of it and o i -*■* other writers did- dnd did not do about and with it. 

It is not from cersonal pique tliat I wrote about Posner and Ms book as 1 do. Ms 

insults arc insignificant to officialdom* s MMcldng of the G estapo and the of the KGB, 

o'' wMch one cxaunlc appears above. 1 refer to hx-^as a liar, ae a xraud and a p#rny , 

/YM U 1 ^ 

as a shyster and as a tMof because lie is all ox those tkrngs disgusting tilings ,g 
cSiSeioializor and exploited of bho nation's great suffering and more. He does use die 
work of others as Ms own, mine included and m±aiof ~ minor in Ms literary theivery 
.ithout which he would have had no book at all. Using the work of another as one's 
own is, in Ms publisMelier’s ow/v/detirition in it ^unabdridged d: ; ctmomary , plagiarism. 

T ■ 

i>fja plagiarism is literary tMevery. Likeviise as use Ranaoin House s aex inition °- L 
"h^Vster" in aoplying that word to Posner. 

Tragcilly, in tMs he and Sandom Hosue are not in any sense unique, nor is 

aw 1 

the major media which made 4 tbislFraud ofa book internationally famous. 

Without asking a single question. Without reporting what was available to all, the 

publicly-known proof of Ms plagiarisms. 

■“fefcja ..he first, the major media and all tha -other our other oasic institutions 

have fallen in line behind the oAevifiusly unacceptable official mythology about the 
assassination, as^s Hitler’s and Stalin's major"* - media da#f/ behind the ^7 




in every sense, 



Posner, his book, his publisher and the major media - including such 



institutions as our college /i'ad universities and tbifdr professional scholars ' Asi what 
"ho they did and did not do and say about him, his book and his publisher - are truly 
symbollie of the unended failures of all of our basic institutions • 

ompared with this, wfc® if, 'Mfi tf.-imt $’/T W SfjGjC' 0 Warren c om- 

nission, that coiiaaission of eminences appoint by *yndon ohnson, who was made President 
by this assassination? 

“hat book was my Whitewash: The iL eport of the Warren ^epdrj. I began with a 

V' 

o. Pit act that was abruptly cancelled whale that deservedly since -defunct publish Aras 
still drooling into the till from the advance sale indications, broke that contract 
the day after his vice president made a trip to Washington. 

Thereafter, as I set forth to a limited degree in the Intriauctuon to that first 
book, without a single adverse editorial comment it was rejected by more than a hundred 
publishers internationally''. 

•• The CIA. went — krr-makaagjsuceas of Ills book, as 




'Iris boQk-indgeateehrdHiei’e is a mama facie -case : vWTBdbdii B does n ot mean proof absolute— 
; ;hat the spme with-my -pid^shiag -in this — co untry, in -Bbgiand and in ^ar- 



\ j 

Uaany^ 

\ 

How crooked can book publishers be with one side of this controversy? One (Dell) 
three times, 

who had rejected Whitewash twice, "'one in hardback, twice in paperback, came to me after 

- _ -fuMUtail . 

- mW became a publisher and with no. means 'made a success of it asking the right to re- 

JL 

print it in paperback. The contract was for a firt print of 250,000 copies. Its ac~ 

4 / 2 

countings are fer two dditional Mg reprints. By accient x obtained a copy of its fourth 

dbat repradrt.When came to paying me, the crooked accounting is that it sold only 
about^ ivjiL-, 

/f257000 copies, ' mid of the first Printing. With 125,000 unsold copies, what its 

J \if/ 

accounting says, it then reprinted three times w ithi n half a iiearj And a%- tn affc never 
see accounted for the fourth printing of which I have a copy! 

Gan it be believed that any publisher would remain liquid for long if with a zzzzi 

ct 

125,000 copies of a book on hand he would make three additional printings? 




And that with cooked hooks so crooked they do not even record that fourth printing? 
let that is an accurate hook and a durable, repsected hook about which I still 
receive favorable comments from strangers not fewer than 20,000 thousand have written 
me since ixxwasxpHh I hd to became probably the country's smallest publisher to open 
up the subject of "the crime of the century", that most senstationa/, tragic and costly 
-da cime that had the effect of a coup d'etat, the first in our history, what ordinarily, 
on most subjects, publishers would want very much to be able to be the first to do a 
book about. 



I know of no book crticial of the official mythology that did not face great diffi- 
culty getting published. And I know of none supprting that unacceptable official my— 

1 1 ,' 

tnology that had any trouble at all being published. Some of these, like former igwyvWimr 
Commission counsel b a vid delin' s, wre wejre praised endlessly by the major medaa although 

...... ' t,ii 

it is a book barren of anything new, a book that says the Commission and>i'were right 
because weeaid we were rrghc and nothing else makes any difference. He since has been 
granted endless opedpage sapce in the major papers for his regurgitation of that 3 eme 
rancid cud. 

„ . V/ 

Cn its part, the CIA, which has a now knoxf/reeord of interfering with some books 

abroad, went out of its way to help Posner and make hi^and his book a success. On the 

other side, there is a prima facie case - and this does not mean proof absolute - that 

same CIA interfered with my publishing in this country, in England and in Germany. In 

this country there is reason to belive that one of ska its Watergaters was involved. X 

can document Ms presence where that dirty deed was done when it was done. 

"by, it needs asking, did the CIA violate its charter to take any position, to do 

anything at all, about any books on the assassination of the President it was created 

to serve and to the degree it could help keep alive? 

Not a stogie element of the major media asked a single question about what the C IA 

was doing interfering in do/estic affairs and controVersies by its unhi dderTb^l. stance 
i and P an dora House's ^? bt-rk/ 

to Poener, even in Ms^fomotions^of their ffaud of a book, a nok'the CIA's own records 

prove it knew was a fraud? 



As I brought to like in the 1976 reprint of my 1967 book, Photogr aphic Whitewa sh. 




io 



(Epilogue : After Nine Years Ne w Cover- ups , pages 295 ff ) 

There J- published what that ^£ero of the major media. David '^elin, sp supprressed 

i ^ Cysxs aM. hisv&jl 

when he directed former Warren Commission *to ^^edleiaiEdxS&Effife-SeKkeiisIkeK- 

and our only unelected President’s Rockefeller Commission. 

That included the CIA’s disproof of the official mythology about the Zapruder film, 

the amateur movie of the assassination used by both the Commission and Posner as a time 



clock on the assassination. 






That addiAtuon includes the CIA record reflecting that its former Director (who was 
also a Warren Commissioner, tpld it in advance what questions would be asked of it 
when it had volunteered /Vothing. It then decided not to prepare any "analysis of the 
Oswald affair” and that "on ajpTpriority basis" it would prepare a "a reply to the 



FBI communication containing two reports on the OSWALD case from Kosenko." 

I h I ‘iltf •p 1 ' 1 ' L £t tC trf3 _pf~ /Sift 

"Reply?" 'Tpublished the essence ^I^^at(lTonseko toli/ the FBI^h-+9?5v in Post 

Mortem , (pages 626 ff.) By intimidation and persuasion, the carrot and the stick, the 

CIA talked the Commission out ot taking Nosenko’s testimony. That former KGB official 

had han dled and knew the contents of its files on Oswald. 

„ . CUurtM 

As --ess Kosenko told the FBI , the KGB suspctedNhe was an American agent qnd had 

him under surveillance. He also said that Oswald as anti— Sovie.f even within the USSR. 

And what Posner does not say, 1£ is that as sson as the CI£$ learned what Kosn&ko 

^ ;iLMtUUj i 

told the FBI iyfcs treatment of Ms changed abruj)tiyTf?oii princely to sub-human, un- 
precedented in out history. The reader will see morion h this. When it was all public 
domain in my book and when Posner had that book, as the reader will also see when lie had 
an exclusive interview with. Kosenko, possible only because the CxA arranged it, Posner 
including not a word on this in his book hailded as definite" arid even "wonderful" 

^ . g lui Lilli itCii,oc 

and "marvelous " by those who puffed it to ichrease its sales! without any checking to 
learn it if is even truthful. 

As it is not! And as the reader will see in the finest detail. 

The CIA helped materially in making his book a success and him a wealthy and famous 
man whose later books were would be more sought after by publishers and more attractive 




to those who inxthsxfe bgy books , his fraud am supposedly on the JPK assassination and 
books he would later write, 

TJxLs book reports how he paid the CIA back for that unprecedented favor, that un- 
precedented help so exclusively to him and his fraud of a book, 

reporting what the entire major media inQored in revelling over Posner and his 
Cook, this bok is not an ad homjne n attack on him, H e is, as I said above, a symbol 
the failings of the major instititon of the major media and those upon whom it can 

and did call for their invaluable help before and after publication* -thsx _of wheja the 

b _ ■* 

eminent Mstorian Stephen Amrose is merely one, one who is given more attention in this 

oook because he was an activist in fouling Ms owh scholar’s nest in his unstinting, 
v Ju> i-tPr'iftty- 

albeit also^he'^rossly ignorant/ promotions, afk' especially after publication. 

There was, for example, more than enough tri> at. the very least raise the most sub- 
stantial questions about Posner’s honesty in his book before NBC-TV contracted to 

^ its ^ scheduled ; 

make a hero of Mm all over again inj^ebruary, 1994 min-series on Mm and Ms book, 

a 

"^^ ie ma '^ or met ^- a ' no checking at all^na j^Lnored what was well 

reported in the papers!® to at the least ask the questions it never asked. 

^Ms oook is hot the swarming of hornets after Posner stuck Ms stick into the nest. 
Not that he does not & more than deserve the -ar stings, 
oner - osner is an amateur baker who seeks to bake much bread in his book. But 
that it fell flat xxxna± was not reported by the major media even thought the most 
cursory examination disclosed that, Posner says what the unquestioning major media has 
always ss. said, Sieg ^eil! to the official mythology - of the first American coup d’etat. 
H e covers l^ie major-media ass and, like the CI0, it pays Mm back, too. 

The hssxWhell with the country was its record and is its record a gain in its 
glorification of Posner's obvious fraud of a dishonest book, 
vhat, too, is what Ms book shows. 

The record of all out failed and failing institutions is of condemning all crticism 



ox the official mythology and glorifying all the fraudulent and dishonesty by wMch those 
who, like Posner, commercialize and exploit that great tragedy. 




ted fhis was, is and will be a great danger to our country and this to all ud. 

We and our system depseeTliepend on the major media to inform us, to enable us to 
fulfiM fulfill citizen's responsibilities ina representative society, and to inform 
us of what is wrong, what needs correcting, what endangers our system of freedom through 
self-government itself.. Only an honestly and fully informed electorate makes the pre- 
servation of the system visualized and intended by our Founding Fathers a reality, ted 
for that the people depend on the major media. That it did not do this when President 

I y 

Cl 

Kennedy was killed is what cause/me and others to try to learn what truth can be learned 

:.\j ujuAih-tr' 

and espite the efforts of the major media to prevent it - the major media including 

/V tr, J 

book publisher^ - to bring that truth to the people. 



To do what is possible for me so that the truth can be known is why aix when past 
80 and in seriously inpaired health is why I have written this book. 



in writing it, as they have been since my distant youth, some of the sisssfei wisdom 



we shou/d have learned in school co/es to and stays in mind, 

0/ 

Although he then was writing abjLut the military, very pertinent now as it applies 
to all of our government is what Alexander Hamilton wrote in what was combined into 






lir&O 






I 



The Federalist' Paper s in support of our Constitutions/^’ 1 *’ <A. 

"For it is a truth, which the Experience of all ages lias attested, that the people 
are most commonly in danger wheli/ the means of injuring their rights are in the 
possession/ of those of whom they entertain the least suspicion." ^Quoted from the 1961 
Cantor edition, page 164) 

As one of our most revered Justices of the Supreme ^oury, i'ouis ^randeis wrote in 

it, 

Qims t ead v U.S . (1928), ^decency and libery alike demand tliai government officials shall 

are. 

be subject to the same rules of conduct thai/ commands to the citizens® in a government 
of laws, the existence of the government will be imperiled if it fails to observe the law 

y 

Scrupulously. Our government is the potent, the omnipresent teacher. For good or ill, 
it teaches ^lie whole people by it example." 

Jefferson said, "The great principles of /■ righ| and wrong dVe legible to every 
reader. To pursue them requires not the aid of many counsellors. T|ie whole art of 
government consists in the art of being honest." 




«K~ . 

'Che philosopher Santayana said, that he who doesnot learn from the past is doomed 
to relive it. A£ we do with every phony, dishonest account of the JFK assassination 
and its consequences. 

For >,5ys elf I tlunk often of a obdrt Kennedy* apt misquotation of Dante, that g 

a special corner of hell is reserved for those who int time of moral crisis p>reserve 
silence, H'U'f /\f ) //'' 

I do remember the past and I am not silent, 

I like to believe tha/ Andrew -Jackson was right in saying that one determined man 
can^s become a majority. 

But I content myself with what Abraham lincoln said/. It applies to Posner, too: 

"If the truth brxngs me out alright, what is said g& against me won t amount to 



any tiling. If the angeis end brings me out wrong, ten angels swearing X was right 






Extra space 

In this book I refer to Posner as a shyster, as a literary thief and, among other 



uncomplimentary desertions, of him as a iaixx liar, ge, Posner personally, is my source 



for saying that his book Has by hjs own akaission, conceived and executed as a lie. 

In essence, he says that virtually from birth and as he says itjf from 'tfemedical 



S 



Ihit Mi iuM, dirh /nit ^ 

mare. ' 



evidence Oswald was an assassin just waiting to assassin 

/ 

Posner also represent} that he examined all the evidence. Both sides of it. And 
that he did that fairly as the lawyer- he never stops referring to himself as a "Wall 
Street lawyer" - he says he is. He says also that his examination of the evidence and his 
presentation ji of what he describes as all the evidence, proves without question that 
Oswald was the lone assassin, that there was no conspiracy of any kind. 

Posner does admit^ well, "admit" understates it a little, that the Commission was 
wrong in virtually all it did and said but that nonetheless if it reached the right 
conclusion, that Oswald was the assassin and that there was no conspiracy./ b_ ’ , 



'y /■ 

-hi the coueses this, at various points -3?h throughout the book^ 



urt-was 



not true, he also takes swipes at all those who do not agree with the Commission and he 
knows will not agree with him. All, no exceptions in his writing, are mere "conspiracy 
theorists." This is to say that rather than address the evidence, all make up theories 
about the crime as a conspiracy and exploit and commercialize that. 

|Ie knew thid was not true before he wrote his book, when he was writing it, and 
after it was published, but he never stopped say 'this to undermine in advance any 

criticism of him and his book. And while claiming that he does not thseziej his hfesk 

■ A P 

^ JLr, 

book as he himself describedLit could not exist if he did not theorize, from ''concept 



- That r 

through its conclusion, firi/s becomes axsaxEsi obvious in this book. 

Posner ' s title is Case ^losed . That is the thrust of Ms book as it is of hdiL 
apparances to promote it and of Ms publisher's advertising of it. "t is a catchy 
vkle and it was msHSaiHixas^Sx regularly referred to as aefinitve and without any 
question at all by the media wMeh just adored Mm for it. 

But Posner also knew that his title Has a lie and he admitted it! 




James H . Lesar 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Sia F STREET, N.W., ROOM 509 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 2000 A 



Telephone (2021 393-1921 



January 4, 1994 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Dear Harold, 



I appeared on Fox Morning News with Gerald Posner sometime in 
November. After the show he took me aside and told me, "look, I 
know the case isn / t closed." He said, in essence, that the title 
was intended to be provocative. Also that he had had some conver- 
sation with George Lardner in which he asked Lardner whether he 
would be bothered if the title had been "Case for the Prosecution" 
instead of "Case Closed," and Lardner said no. 

He also told me that his goal was simply to get Oswald back 
into the picture, saying "he hasn't been there for the past 30 
years." As I understood it, he would be satisfied if he succeeded 
only in getting the question of Oswald's guilt back into the 
debate. You may want to check with Paul Hoch on this, as he told 
me he had explained this position to Hoch. 

After the Fox show, I appeared with Posner on an Irish talk 
show by telephone. This was probably a week or two after the Fox 
show. During the course of this show I noted that Posner had told 
me that he knew that the case is not closed. Posner did not dis- 
pute my statement. 



Enclosed is a copy of the memo in which the FBI proposes to 
give the HSCA a copy of the Dallas field office files on JFK being 
made available to you — if all else fails. I think this is one of 
the documents you recently asked me for. 

Very hastily. 



Best regards to you and Lil 




Jim 




He admitted it to J im Lesar, who had been my lawyer in my many FOIA lawsuits. 

When Jim lerasr'repeated that to -(ids face a short time later, Posner did not deny it. 
When Jim told me this I asked him to put it in a letter I could keep on file. 



wrote that in November, 199^ he appearded on the Fox TV Morning Hews with 

\ 

posner After the show, Jim wrote, "he took me aside and told me, ii-Look, 1 know ±irarfr-y 
' . isn't ' 

the case . ■hiss© said, in essence, that the tj^tle was intended to be provocative. 

Also that he had KHXxxnesEdr some conversation with George lardner jn which he asked 
s^he would have been, 

bar., 



Gardner if' 



if the title had been, 'Case for the “rosecutionyi 



instead of 'Case Closed^ and that ^ardner had said 'no.' 

He also told me that his goal was simply to get Oswald back into the picture, 
saying ks 'he hasn't been there for the past JO years.' As I understood it, he would be 
satisfied if he succeeded only in getting the question of Oswald's guilt back into 

the debate . " 



J.f there ia any one issued that^has jftbt^for JO years been outside the "debate,” it 

\/J Ciu-cj' 

is of Oseald's lone guo.lt, \the official mythology and the subject of a number of books. 

,L 

It lias been a question in almot all minds since the assassination and since jrh.e 
official report of ten months later. It was never out of "the picture" and this lame 
explanation i or the delibertaly dishonest title of a deliberately dishonest book ex- 
plains nothing other than Posner's deliberate dishonesty. 

Jim also wrote me that, "After the Fox show, I appeared with Posner on an Irish 
taik show by telephone. This was probably a week or two after the Fox show. During the 



course of this show I noted^ithat Posner had told me he knew that the case was not closed. 

"Posner did not dispute my statement." 

. can 

In this Posner condemns himself ~gg more than 1 in this book. 

H i 

e says xn/1 it that Ms book and Ms title are to Ms knowledge false and fraudulent. 
I had tMs Dook with the proof of tMs and more written before Posner admitted he 



\after/ ^ 

is all I call Mm a that jc ox news program, the admission he did not deny on that Irish 
talk show. 



Yet he wrote that book and prof itjfeed from it, Random House published it, promoting 




and advertising it extensive and with ancillary rights sold- ft for dirty pieces of 
silver - throughout the world. 

tedxaxl Without the traditional peer review responsible pui>lished"seek on contro- 
versial non-fiction. 






■V 



And all those eminences of whom I used the biggest-mouth/ Stephen Ambrose as 

symbollic of them all and of the major media who was so pleased with what he said, 

(p't/ tbvv> — — - 

extolled this fryad, this deliberate lie', the-'gruesome cormnercialization$^and exploitata- 

/ 

tion of that awful tragedy without one of them making any effort to learn <i!f Posner and 

j 4. A* 

his book |ied, as after he had emjoyed his fame and fnrtune from it he dido 



4 / 



I am horrified, but I do welcome this confirmation of the thrust of all my work 



fe3E7 these many cfesf difficul/ years. 

This book represents my personal effort to show that Posner's "case" is and was to 

Ills knowledge a false, a\ontrived, a dishonet one. In showing this I did not begin to 

include all^tfe^e'repetitions proofs of his dishonesties, from the outset. 

And thus, tha rather than the case being closed, the real "case" is "opened" ih 
this book, . Vu. CcCiLe- (f-zTffc. 



In this 



is apparent jfhat as °ohn Keenan tola the 






is at stake 



congress, "A great deaTinorS^than who killed President Kennedy.^ "The faith s£ the peo- 
ple have in our institutions" was reduced even more by Posner's effort and that of all 

% 

wM supported it, aljtbdirgg rgjX-that--^^ airing its 

I i i3 




(''show so heavily basdd ftt on and promo tiong^kts book CBS-TV was forced to admit is its 



poll showed. W ^ ^ ^ ^ fUr^ryCf 

indeed, most of the people wonder even more, ilewman's words to the Congress, "When 



will the government tell us the truth." 




